











the last five years he has been their Safety Officer developing, educating
and implementing disaster mitigation strategies. Jamie has been an active
member of the Region 6 Bio-Defense Network Coalition, collaborating with
many Regional Partners, as well as the Chair of the Steering Committee for
the MMRS Program in Grand Rapids. Jamie has a Firefighter | & Il certifi-
cation and is licensed as a Medical First Responder (MFR) with the State of
Michigan. Jaime will begin his new duties on June 23, 2008.

Other News

Rabies Cases on Increase

State health officials say they are discovering rabies in more animals this
year than at any time since the late 1950s, and most of the positive rabies
tests involve bats. Rabies (from Latin rabere-to rage) is an acute infectious
disease of the central nervous system caused by
a Rhabdo virus. It generally persists in nature
as a salivary gland infection of carnivorous
animals. The virus is usually transmitted from
animal to animal and from animal to man by a
bite (exposure). All warm-blooded animals are
susceptible. Once signs of illness appear, rabies
is 100% fatal; however, proper post-exposure
treatment is nearly 100% effective. See the
Michigan Emerging Infection Disease website
for more information.

Tomatoes Implicated in Salmonella Outbreak

The Food and Drug Administration is alerting consumers nationwide that a
salmonellosis outbreak appears to be linked to consumption of certain types
of raw red tomatoes and products containing raw red tomatoes. The bacteria
causing the illnesses are Salmonella

serotype Saintpaul, an uncommon type of

Salmonella. The specific type and source

of tomatoes are under investigation.

However, preliminary data suggest that

raw red plum, raw red Roma, or raw

round red tomatoes are the cause. At this

time, consumers should limit their tomato

consumption to tomatoes that have not

been implicated in the outbreak. These

include cherry tomatoes, grape tomatoes,

tomatoes sold with the vine still attached,

and tomatoes grown at home.

Counterfeit Drugs and Travel

Counterfeit drugs present a worldwide public health problem that is difficult
to measure. While counterfeiting occurs throughout the world, experts think
that it is most common in developing countries and countries with few or
no rules against making or distributing counterfeit drugs. The World Health
Organization estimates that 10% to 30% of medicines sold in developing
countries may be counterfeit, and some studies conclude that the percent-
age may be even higher.




Training & Education

Date/Time Event Location
Online Survey Design and Methodology for Public | Online
Health

This seven-week, online, mentored course will
provide an overview of the methods for design-
ing, implementing and interpreting a survey to
meet program and research objectives in the
public health field. Participants will learn to
select a proper sample, limit sources of error
and format a valid questionnaire for gathering
survey data. The course is intended for public
health practitioners who may use survey instru-
ments in their work and desire formal training
in this area. Visit the Michigan Public Health
Training Center website for more information.

Jun. 17-18, Prepare Train-the-Trainer Lansing
2008 Prepare the long-term care workforce with
knowledge and competencies to deal with natu-
ral disasters and other public health emergen-
cies. Readiness, recognition, and multidisci-
plinary response to disasters and emergencies.
Educate core trainers. Produce an effective
long-term care workforce able to treat older
adults in such emergencies. Alert the public
health system of emergencies. Resources for
continuing disaster preparedness education.
Evaluating the program’s impact. There is no
charge for attending this program. See the in-
formational flyer for details. Register now as
seating is limited.

Jun. 18, 2008 Basic Disaster Life Support RESA Auditorium
8am-1:30pm This five-hour course is designed to develop | 5454 Venoy Road
commonality of approach and language and to | Wayne, Ml 48184
improve the care and coordination of response
in WMD disaster and public health emergencies.
For more information, including registration in-
formation, please visit the Reqion 2 South web-
site.

Jun. 25, 2008 | A Mass Fatality Response: When a night- | Dow Event Center
8am-4:30pm mare comes true 303 Johnson Street
This one-day conference will help participants | Saginaw, Ml 48607
list the different types of disasters and disaster
trauma, define a mass fatalities response, de-
scribe the chaos of a mass fatalities incident and
the need for a systematic method of managing
the incident, and explain the need for teamwork
during a mass fatalities response. Seating is
limited, and registration closes June 13. Visit
the Region 3 Healthcare Preparedness Network
website for more information, including regis-
tration details.

Jul. 6-25, 2008 | Graduate Sessions in Epidemiology The Univ. of Michigan
Courses are for all public health professionals | School of Public Health
and anyone interested in health research. One- | 109 Observatory St.
and three-week courses are available in a range | Ann Arbor, Ml 48109
of topics. Distance learning courses available
for the Fundamentals of Biostatistics, and the
Fundamentals of Epidemiology. CME credit is
available.



https://practice.sph.umich.edu/mphtc/site.php
https://practice.sph.umich.edu/mphtc/site.php
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Prepare_Registration_217937_7.doc
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Prepare_SaveDate_217935_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/Prepare_SaveDate_217935_7.pdf
http://www.2south.org
http://www.2south.org
http://www.region3hpn.org
http://www.region3hpn.org
http://www.sph.umich.edu/epid/GSS

Date/Time

Event

Location

Jul. 8-10, 2008

Great Lakes Border Health Initiative
(GLBHI) Conference

This two-day conference is an opportunity
for public health, clinical, food protection and
emergency management professionals along
the international borders of Canada and the
United States to gather and discuss ongoing
collaborative work regarding infectious disease
surveillance. See the GLBHI website for more
information.

Ann Arbor, Ml

Jul. 9, 2008
8am-4:30pm

Public Information Officer 101

Participants will learn the responsibilities and
challenges of the PIO role; Written messag-
ing skills; Verbal messaging, press conference
skills; The media perspective. Seating is lim-
ited, and registration closes June 27. Visit the
Reqgion 3 Healthcare Preparedness Network
website for more information, including regis-
tration details.

Dow Event Center
303 Johnson Street
Saginaw, Ml 48607

Jul. 23-24,
2008

Emergency Planning for Special Needs
Populations

This two-day course covers the unique con-
cerns for organizations responsible for the care
of “special needs” groups in disasters. This
course will expand on the concepts covered in
the prerequisite Independent Study 197 by dis-
cussing definition of “special needs populations”
and highlighting the planning elements of mass
care, sheltering, and evacuation.

Lansing
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Mailing Address:

Office of Public Health Preparedness
Capitol View Building - 201 Townsend Street - Lansing, Ml 48913
(517) 335-8150 — http://www.michigan.gov/ophp
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This publication is supported by Cooperative Agreement Number U90/CCU517018-08 from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Its contents are solely the responsi-
biity of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of CDC.
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Prepared. On track. Online.

Office of Public Health Preparedness






